Practical tools for medication safety in acute care.
Identifying goals in the areas of institutional culture, infrastructure, clinical practice, and technology in hospitals minimizes the risk of medication errors among inpatients. As part of the Pathways for Medication Safety project, a model strategic plan provides seven goals for hospitals to consider in their medication safety efforts. A view of risk assessment from individual health care practitioners can aid a team effort to decease medication errors. Preparing for point-of-care bar-coding for medications will help easy implementation of this new technology. Pathways for Medication Safety provides a toolbox with useful methods and techniques for acute care settings.